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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 


Mr. ALLEw, 

You will gratify a reader of the Christian Monitor, and I doubt 
not many pieus people, by re-publishing the inclosed sermon. The 
author of it has lately been translated to the Episcopal Church in 
Beekman-Street ; and should he continue to preach such doctrines 
as he has here printed, he will be a very valuable acquisition.to 
the evangelical interest of this city. We trust that neither fear nor 
favour of any man will dissuade him from preaching boldly the 
sentiments contained in the thirty-nine articles of the Church of 
England. ; Veritas. 


MESSIAH THE PHYSICIAN OF SOULS. r 
A SERMON, 

Preached on the fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1811, at Mid- 
dletown, and on Wednesday, October 2nd. 1811, at Cheshire; 
By Jouw Kewiey, M.D. Rector of Chriet Church, Middle- 
town, Connecticut. 

‘What have I now done? Is there not a cavise ?—1 Sam. xvii. 29. 

PREPACE. 
This Sermon was written solely with a view to the instruction 
of that part of the flock of Christ, committed to the pastoral chargé 


of the author; and without the smallest design to publication. I, 
Vou. I. 42 
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was accordingly delivered to his congregation as soon as written, 
on Sunday 22d August, 1811. Being requested, at short notice, 
to preach before several of his clerical brethren and the Trustees 
of the Episcopal Academy at their anniversary meeting, and not 
‘having time to prepare a more appropriate discourse, he delivered 
it a second time, at Cheshire 2d October, 1811. The devotional 
exercises of the day had not long been finished, before he was 
credibly informed, that some of the brethren present, had express- 
ed the opinion that it was a Calvinistic discourse, and consequent- 
ly, in their opinion at least, not in conformity with thé established 
doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In justice, there- 
fore, to himself, and to prevent misconstruction and misrepre- 
sentation, and to enable his respected clerical brethren to forma 
just judgment of it, he commits it tothe press, with these remarks ; 
that ifthe doctrines he herein advocates, are peculiarly Calvinistic, 
he must confess he is unable to decide, to what other system the 
” Articles and Liturgy of the Church give countenance ; and if it 
appears that the sentiments contained in this discourse, are in 
agreement with the established standards of church doctrine, as he 
believes they are, and the clergy teach them not; he cannot but 
express a desire that a reformation may soon take place in this 
particular.* 


Middletown, 4th Oct.1811.. J. K. 


A SERMON, tc. 
CXLVI Psalm, 7 and 8 verses. 


The Lord looseth the prisoners ; the Lord openeth tne eyes of 
the blind ; the Lord raiseth them that are bowed down 


Tue whole of the Old Testament taken together, keeps one 
object constantly in view, viz. the coming of a Redeemer to put 
an end to misery and sin, and bring to mankind everlasting right- 
eousness and happiness. The law typified him: the history of 
God’s dealings with the chosen nation, showed the methods of di- 
vine providence to prepare the world for his coming; and the 





* See Bishop White’s Sermon, preached before the General Convention 
at New-Haven, 224 May 1811.—See also Bishop Griswold’s Sermon, preach- 
ed before the first Convention ofthe Eastern Diocese, 19th Sep. 1810. 




















SERMON kc. 659 


Prophets gave snch plain marks and tokens whereby he might be 
knewn when he arrived, as must leave those of the Jewish nation, 
among whom he appeared, without excuse, for their rejection of 
him. 

But in none of the sacred books, if we may except that of Isaiah, 
do we find more clear and full predictions concerning him, than 
in the Psalms, which constantly making a part of the public 
worship of the Jewish Church, could not but be familiar ,to 
allthe people. In that particular one, from which our text is 
taken, the Psalmist, under the influence of the spirit of id- 
vine inspiration, looks forward into futurity, and beholding the 
gracious and glorious advantages the Messiah at his coming 
should bring into the world ; breaks forth into songs of praise to 
the Lord for his goodness, and the wonders he was about to work 
for the children of men. “ The Lord’ saith he “ looseth the 
prisoners ; the Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; the Lord ~ 
raiseth them that are bowed down,” 

In discoursing from these words, I purpose to consider 

First, How this prediction was fulfilled by our blessed Lord 
while here on earth. 

Second, In what manner he fulfils it, in respect of all 
men, in all ages, who shall enjoy his everlasting salvation ; 
and 

Conclude, With an application of the subject, by way of ex- 
amination into our own state. 

Sin, my brethren, was the source from whence all human evils 
are derived, whether they come frem without, or whether they 
reside within the man, whether they affect the body, or whether 
they affect the soul. The consequences of sin to the former, are 
all those evils which afflict the world at large, as also all those to 
which every individual is subjected, as, wars, famines, pest:- 
lences, and various other general and extensive calamities ;»sick- 
ness, pain, diseases and death in various forms. Sin brought up- 
on the latter, the loss of the image of God, of original righteous - 
ness, a corruption and deprivation of all its powers, a propensity 
to evil, and utter inability to good, without receiving from God a_ 
superior strength to what in its fallen state it naturally possesses, 
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Wtien th suinlbcquinill obo first. siny: an tuhede nature of maa 
‘became: captive‘to sin and satan, bound in) the chains of -its,own 
corrupt passions and affections,: blind to the things which.concern 
its’ everlasting peace, bowed down tothe earth, grovelling. in 
Wickednews,\ destitute of holiness, and.incapable.ef itself, to. take 
‘one step towards the acquisition of it; nor can man in this, state, 
“be’the object of the complacent love of God, but must on.the cop- 
‘tfaty, be deserving only of--bis:wrath and indignation.” , ..5.5 , 
~ Hey therefore, who’ should be ablécby his own authority,and 
power to‘remove those evils which the body suffers, and that, not 
by the application of any meané provided in nature itself and which 
night. be supposed to have beetvendowed with properties sufficient 
te the parpose'by thé God of aiature;. but, by the, sole,.word of 
“his power; titist’be acknowledged as‘having-the power, of Gad re- 
‘sidinig’in hity arid:thaty bythe same power, be can_at-his will and 
‘pleasure remove every evil, which may or-canaffectthe soul... 
> Herein imanifested thecinfimite wisdom of God, in. that he.de- 
“teriniihed that the great Petsonage who was to reaoncile the world 
unto himself, should evidence such proafs.of his power even ip. the 
sight of men, as should be ‘sufficient :toregnvinee: them), that he 
‘eeenie down from Tieaven:y'andithab the pawen of the Highest re- 
sided in hint.’ ‘That-therefores no dombt, might, rest_on, the, minds 
of those ‘antong whom he: was abaut:to. appears the. hely prophets 
were; from time to time) inspired te-specify, many of the wonder- 
ful: works he should» perform, sand; which were imponsible to be 
apireatly Set by: afb -whoiwas sodued. with abe, almighty power 
rece $si3 boyish bad ad yaoimiiass 94: 
Miracles had Srecuudntby been. wrought, before the. coming, of 
Christ Jesus inthe fieshsby"the servants nf; God, in, proof of sul 
-divine-mission 3‘ and in, evidente.‘of> abe «power -of him. who, sen 
them, to:accomplish either the-promises or,the -threatenings ie 
_ taided in the message; they: were commanded,to dejiver. . But in 
- the performance of these miracles shpy) were, bus. instruments in 
the hand of God. They had no-power whateyer,. in, and, of them- 
selves, to accomplish these ‘wonders, ” ‘Fhe:migacies which were 
wrought were either as answers to their fervent prayers, or were 





* See the ninth Article of the Efiecopal Church, 




















praia ke. 661 


wrought fot the conviction of the by-standers, that they might be 
induced to acknowledge! the power of that Divine Being in whose 
‘name the prophets spake, and attend to:the salutary lessons they 
delivered it’ the’ same: Almighty.:name: '}: They. never, however, 
pretended ‘to perform miracles by any inherent, power they pos- 
‘séssed, but ofty-in-the name, and: hy ithe authority of him, who 
‘sent therm.’ But the Messiah speaks in his own name, and.¢exerts 
his own Buthority:  He‘acts not in the capacity of a servant, or by 
a mere delegated power. : He commands the winds, and they are 
“SHIK: Hie wuitty’to the dead“ arise,” and they return to life, ; He 
bFdéts thé devils ‘to-go forth, and not ¢ven for a moment are they 
ableto‘resist’ his will, ‘Diseases :fiee at his word. - Health is re- 
“Stored ‘in tni Instarity andthe whole aniverse bows submissive-to 
‘hint, ahd iekowledgeshim as Sovereigh, Lordand God., ../; 5: 
* | Of thOniirsete sriientioned-in our text, whichthe Messiah should 
tert ‘av’ his eonlingy the renwas one specified,. which, it seems 
was fi¢ver Before performed by the iastrumentality: of. any man, and 
whith ‘seértis to Have beer designethias “a more: apecial token that 
‘he lio performed it, :wasttuly the Messiabof Gad ;. and the-yery 
‘prophet’ ‘of “whoni Moses and the rest:of the prophets spake ;.viz. 
“the‘opertiiig of the epes:of.) she blind «</ bigede 24 .it9m jo dnyae 
91 *pyliw ih the Aint chapter of ‘St: Johnis;Gaspel it is.zecorded, 
‘{hat" thé’ nigh’ Who ‘ted beew restored to.sight,s after:having been 
aspen ang by:the’ Scribes, Pharisees, and 
Rulers af tie Synagogve;:respecting the-person who had wrought 
“thé itch 9 Ht fpr? ‘6f their incredulity and! unwillihgness to 
‘Radio WieaHe the Givitie’ wtedion of Jesus Chrisi, wetwithstanding 
the testimony he had delivered, that it was he who had. redtoted 
hitt'to Sight) atid) thetéfore; ‘had-proved himself ‘tht personage of 
‘What che prophets spake j'-said; +Hesein @ a:imatvelloks-thing, 
dhe Ye"ktiow not from whenct hets, and yet he. hath opemed mie 
dyes.2 Sited the world begun; was-it:not heart that any. man open- 
‘bd “the c}28' OF Gre tiat-was born bhndu': If -hecwere ot.0f God, 
he’esiitd db hothiing.” * From hetve it' would appear, that the mir- 
atle’ oF redtoriig ‘sight to’ men born blind; Wiis ob Which.was. pe- 
ciilidtly Fesétved for tie Somof Ged to-work, when: he should be - 


WTO GIO Y SIG Jasvie} 11907 OF BIIWene 28 I9d519 STOW Idgeoww 


eer ee ete 2 


ee meen 


Sree teresa ae re = 


1 % 
ITHAS sBACveA WAL Yo sled Asoiee oA 20% 














| 
| 





662 SERMON, kc. 


come incarnate, and dwell upon earth, and appear in his character 
and office of the Messiah of the most high God. 

Our blessed Lord himself, mentions the opening of the eyes 
of the blind, as the first of those tokens of his person and char- 
acter, which he related to the disciples of St. John the Buaptist, 
who were sent to him by their master to enquire whether he was 
actually the onx that should come, or whether they were to look 
for another? “ Go,” said our Lord, “ and tell John the things 
which ye have heard and seen, the blind receive their sight,’— 
plainly intimating, that as the miracle had been wrought by hin, 
he had evidenced himself to be the Christ then expected, and the 
very Messiah long promised, the true son of David, and of Abra- 
ham, in whom all the nations of the earth were to be blessed, and 
of whose kingdom there should be no end. 

Yes, my brethren, the working of this one miracle, was in it- 
self, a sufficient proof that he who wrought it, was truly the Mes- 
siah. Thus Isaiah, prophesying of the beneficial effects of his 
coming, saith, “ Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened. The 
blind shall then see out of obscurity, and out of darkness:” 
“ Look up ye blind, that ye may see.” . To these passages of the 
prophet that of our text is similar, and they all concur in proving 
that one of the most express marks whereby the Messiah shoyld 
be known, would be his giving sight unto the blind.—Hence it is 
plain, that as one part of the description given in the text, belongs 
to Christ, the rest must also belong to him; since the whole is 
spoken of one person, who is styled, Jehovah, Lord; Christ, 
therefore, is here set forth by the Psalmist, as the Mighty God 
himself, having a name incommunicable to any mere creature, a 
name which belongs exclusively to God, and which can be given 
to none but him. Christ is then to be acknowledged, as God. He 
is the God of Jacob who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that therein is ; and, by the miracles he wrought in favour of the 
bodies of men, hath manifested himself, as the Ruler of universal 
nature, and hath proved that he possesses fulness of power to re- 
lieve all the wants, both temporal and spiritual, of the fallen race 
of men. This power he exerted while on earth, in fulfilling the 
predictions of the prophets concerning Kim. He loosed the pris- 
oners, when he delivered those who were possessed by devils, and 
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held in captivity by them ; he raised those who were bowed down, 
when he healed the sick, and by the power of his word made the 
crooked straight. These, and indeed all his miracles, remove 
every reasonable doubt respecting his ability to do all things ne- 
cessary to the eternal salvation of those who truly trust in him. 
They prove him to be verv God of very God. They are the 
pledges of his power and readiness, to remove all the spiritual 
evils of men, in every age, who come unto him believing in his 
name, and earnestly supplicating the assistance of his all-power- 
full grace and strength.* 

Even now the Messiah ceases not to exert his divine power in 
behalf of the children of men. He still, in a spiritual sense, ful- 
fills the predictions of thé prophets, in all those who shall enjoy 
his eternal salvation. This is the truth we purpose'to consider ih 
the second place. 

In a spiritual sense the miracles mentioned in our text, must 
be wrought in us by the Messiah, the Redeemer and Saviour of 
mankind; otherwise, we shall never obtain the eternal advantages 
of what he hathdone and suffered,to open the Kingdom of Glory to 
fallen man. We are all, my brethren, by nature alone, prisoners 
and captives under sin, blind to the things which make for our 
eternal peace, strangers to true wisdom, and are bowed down by 
our depraved appetites, passions and desires. None but our Lord 
can effect a cure for us; none but he can remove these evils from 
us; none but he can effect the necessary change within us. No 
goodness, no strength reside in us merely by nature, to contribute 
in the least towards our deliverance from our spiritual evils. This 
must be effected by the grace of God in Christ Jesus; or our de- 
liverance will never be effected. We shall otherwise die in our 
sins, and where Christ is gone before, there we can never be ad- 
titted. 
: ( To be concluded in our next. ) 





* Are not the means of grace recommended in this. cupression ? 
Is any encouragement given to expect divine assistance while they 
are wilfully neglected ? ’ 














654 BEMGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
- {From .the Evangelical Record. ] 


tt a Meeting of the General Association of Fao be at 
Sharon, June 1812. 


Tire Committee; appointed at the last meeting of the General 
Association; “to Coftespond and act in concert with the General 
ASsenibly of the Presbyterian church, arid with any persons who 
may be appointed,’ or associated, for the purpose of devising’ mea- 
sures, which inay have influence'in preventing some of the humer> 
ous and threatening mischiefs, which are experienced throughout 
eit country, by the excessive and mage pte use of spirituous 
liquors; teported by their Chairman.’ 

(Phe Rev. Messrs: Lyman Beecher, Aaron Dutton, Jehu Clark, 
Aipzi' Atnisttong, ‘Ethan Smith, and Daniel’ Crooker, were ap- 
pointed a committee, to take the above named teport into consid- 
eration, and from its contents} together with such other informa- 
tion “ws they may~ receive, devise some practical measures to re- 
Stray the excessive and ‘intemperate use of ‘ardent spirits, which 
measures may be recommended to the friends of religion and mo- 
rals, ‘and to'make report to this body. : 

The committe named inthe preceding paragraph, reported the ~ 
following: Aer OPE IEF and epee wincls were sddpted by 
the Association’ » — 

Tie General Adiectetlon of Connecticut, hit into consider- 
ation the undue consumption of ardent spirits in this State; the 
enormous sacrifice ‘of ‘property annually ‘made in this ‘Way : ‘the 
consequent alarming prevalance of intemperance ; the deadly ef- 
fect of this'sit upon health and intellect,’ upon families and socie- 
ties, wpon-otif civil® and religious institutions, and especially its 
influence ta'render’ ineffectual the means of grace; and to bring 
upon the souls of ‘met everlasting destruction, have considered it’ 
as their duty to submit to the charches and congregations Under 
theircare the following recommendations. | 

“4. [tis récominéhded to “all the “minister's in connection with 
Association, that by’appropriate discotitses on the subject, they 
endeavor to tall up the attention ‘of their people, and impress 
their minds with the evils of intemperance, and the impori=:ce of 
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uniting their efforts to effect a reformation, or at least to prevent 
the accumulation of these evils. 

2. And that example may give efficacy to precept, it is recom- 
mended to the district associations in this State, to abstain from 
the.use of ardent spirits at theirs: various, ecclesiastical meetings. . 

.. 8. To members.of.our churches it is.recommended that on this 
subject they avoid the very appearance.of evil, and that they care- 
fully avoid, the. unlawful, vending of spirits, and from purchasing 
and drinking spirits, where they are sold.in contravention of .the 
law ; that they exercise over one another acareful.vigilance, and 
administer faithfully, when necessary, brotherly admonition, and 
maintain in reference to this subject an efficient discipline ; that it 
be.understpod.also. that ciyility dees not require, and expediency 
does not, permit the production of ardent spirits piaeth of hones 
table, entertainment in, social yisits.., det oo .oottienm 

4.. To parents, and,all heads of families, . ie anesthe: recom 
mended, .that.they dispense with the ordinary,use of.ardent spirits 
in their families ; that they early and often admanish those under 
their care of the evils of intemperance, of their danger of falling 
into the ways in which they. are liable to be overcome, ‘and that 
they restrain them as far as may be from places of temptation. 

_ $, To Farmers, Mechanics and, Manufacturers we. recommend 
earnest and prudent exertion to diminish the quantity.of ardent 
spirits consumed im their several employments, by the-substitu- 
tion of other palatable and nutritious drinks, and by giving an ad- 
ditional compensation, if necessary, to, labourers. who will coum 
entirely with the use of ardent spirits... 4 

6, To extend information, and impress the puiblic; taken tie 
subjects. it is further recommended, that special eflorts be made to 
ciraulate pamphlets and tracts calculated: to effect.this purpose, 
particularly a Sermon by the Rey, E. Porter, and ew 
the same subject | by, Dr, Rushy, of Philadelphia... ¥)..5 

7. It is recommended that voluntary Associations.be Senuie in 
the. different towns and societies of the State, to.aid the civil mag- 
istrates in the execution of the law,. and. to exert their influence 
according to “apie best sieiduinal for season of this. Growing 
evil. _ 

And that + He practical sosaseres, map ak tbe rentiend ineffec- 
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tual, the Association do most earnestly intreat of their brethren 
in the ministry, of the members of our churches, and of all per- 
sons, who lament and desire to check the progress of this evil, 
that they neither express nor indulge the melancholly apprehen- 
sion that nothing can be done on this subject; a prediction emi- 
nently calculated to paralize exertion and become the disastrous 
eause of its owa fulfilment. For what if the reformation of drunk- 
ards be hopeless, may we not stand between the living and the 
dead, and pray and labour with effect to stay the spreading plague ? 
And what if. some will perish after all that can be done, shall we 
make no efforts to save any from destruction, because we may not 
beable to turn away every one from the path of ruin? 

But how are we assured that nothing can be done? Is it impos- 
sible for God to reform and save us ? Has he made known his pur- 
pose to give us over to destruction? Has he been accustomed to 
withhold his blessing from humble efforts made torescue men from 
the dominion of sin? Have not all past efforts for reformation 
commenced under circumstances of apparent discouragement, and 
all great achievements usually begun in little things ? The kingdom 
of heaven was itself in the beginning as.agrain of mustard seed, 
and the Apostles, had they consulted appearances only, had never 
made an effort to enlighten the world. 

Immense evils, we are persuaded, afflict communities, not be- 
eause they are incurable, but because they are tolerated; and 
great good remains often unaccomplished, merely because it is not 
attempted. 

If the evil, however, were trivial, or the means of its preven- 
tion arduous and uncertain, despondency would be less criminal. 
But it is a wasting consumption fastening upon the vitals of socie_ 
ty, a benumbing palsy extending to the extremities of the body ; 
a deep and: rapid torrent, bearing the wreck of nations in its 
course, and undermining rapidly the foundations of our own. It 
is a case, therefore, of life and death; and what we do must be 
done quickly ; for while we deliberate, our strength decays, and 
our foundations totter. 

Let the attention of the public then be called up to this subject. 
Let ministers, and churches, and parents, and magistrates, and 
physicians, and all the friends of civil and religious order, unite 
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their counsels and their efforts, and make a faithful experiment; 
and the word and the providence of God afford the most consoling 
prospect of success. 

Our case is indeed an evil one, but it is not hopeless. Unbe- 
lief and sloth may ruin us, but the God of heaven, if we distrust 
not his mercy and tempt him not by neglecting our duty, will help 
us, we doubt not, to retrieve our condition and to transmit to our 
children the precious inheritance received fron our fathers. 

The spirit of missions which is pervading the State, and the ef- 
fusions of the Holy Spirit in revivals of religion, are blessed indi- 
cations thut God has not forgotten to be gracious. 

With these encouragements to exertion, shall we stand idle? 
Shall we bear the enormous tax of our vices ; more than sufficient 
to support the Gospel, the civil government of the States, and ev- 
ery school and literary institution ? Shall we witness around us the 
fall of individuals: the misery of families; the war upon health 
and intellect, upon our religious institutions and civil order, and 
upon the souls, without an effort to prevent the evil ? Who is him- 
self secure of life in the midst of such contagion? And what evi- 
dence have we that the plague will not break into our own families, 
and that our children may not be among the victims, who shall suf- 
fer the miseries of life and the pains of eternal death through our 
sloth and unbelief. 

‘ Had a foreign army invaded our land, to plunder our property 
and take away our liberty, should we tamely bow to the yoke and 
give up without a struggle? If a band of assassins were scatter- 
ing poison and filling the land with widows and orphans, would 
they be suffered, without molestation, to extend from year to year 
the work of death? If our streets swarmed with venomous rep- 
tiles and beasts of prey, would our children be bitten and torn in 
pieces before our eyes, and no efforts be made to expel these dead- 
ly intruders? But intemperance is that invading enemy preparing 
chains for us ; intemperance is that band of assassins scattering 
poison and death ; intemperance is that assemblage of reptiles and 
beasts of prey destroying in our streets the lambs of the flock. 

To conclude, if we make a united exertion and fail of the good 
intended, nothing will be lost by the exertion ; we can but die, and 
it will be glorious to perish in such an effort.Butif, as we confident- 
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ly expect, it shall please the God of our fathers to give us the vic- 
tory, we may séctire to fiiillions the blensings of the’life that now 
is; and'thé ceaseless blessings'of the life’tocome, 8°" { °* t 
The Rev: Messrs. Lyman Beecher, Aaron Dutton, and Nathan 
Perkitis;' D: D.’ ‘weré appointed “a Conimittee of correspondence 
‘on the stibject of ‘preventing the intemperate use'of ‘ardént spirits. 
*\ Poted, "Phat 1000: copies oF the” feport: of practical measures, 
to" restrain > aoe ao Stden! a goa pet opeinesd at 
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takings, first made her thoro ae ere with sp Spiritugus [i- 
query Ths, young, man of wh bon mes mee was first made, “was in- 
formed among care iSbat “f Ki at itive eae Yea. te 
and, egey his. dren, j grea NiGGaTa: : dreh n 
growing up ‘around Wane pest he ele sted in ¢ cao? ing 
the old woman for the fraud by-intoxicating her, a be had credu- 
lity enough to be struck with those of her predictions which 
related to himself.* Ne ithd 6 66," Guth be WAG stone, “Tam to 
live to see children, grand-childrep, ,and.great  grand-children ! 
At that age I must be a burden to the young people. What shall 
Fdo? Théte' 1 nv Swiy forcant él man’to ‘render ‘hiniself. more 
agrécable’th youth dnartiy Siting und telling ‘them: pleasant and 
‘ptoftes) wil teh, thoughthel durimgamy youth, ens 
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me: see, what.can I eaanien: first ? OY, here ip the famous metho- 
dist preacher Whitefield); he, is.to preach. then #99 so-nigbty 1 
will go and hear him, : 

» From these strange motives the young. man iectesthaammnate i 
hear Mr. Whitefield. He preachedthatevening from Mat. iii. 7,“ But 
awhen he:saw, that many of the Pharisees and Sadduceescome te his 4 
baptiom; be said untot hem, Q, generation of vi . Warne ; 
ed you to flee from the wrath to come ?”—« Mr. “Whitefield,” s said ' 
the young man, “ described the ‘Sadducesn charactefi; this did not 
touch ‘me, I thought myself as‘good a christian as any man in 
England. From this he went to that of the Pharisees. He de- 
scribed their exterior decency, but observed that the poison of 
the viper rankled in their; hearts, This rather shook me. At 
length in the course of his sermon, he abruptly broke off 5 paus- 
ed ae few m oments } ‘theli bated iito’d food OF tédty ; ; fifed up 
his hands at and ¢ eyes, “iid exelateied, *e'O thy Weare’? ’ ae’ wrach's 
tb come, | the wrath’s to come | ad eae words Sunk into’ ee 
like lead i into the waters. ‘T wept, pt, and wheti the seamon simon 
} , retired alone. “For ‘days a and weeks I Gould’ think of stile ais, 
‘awful words. ) would follow we ‘fies wherever” Tweht, “The 
wrath’ ’ to ‘come, the the wr oe come PE Fhe tae \ was, that the 
Mee asteazsy Pee Epi ic Gf leh, it 
a Bieacner”” HE himself re- 
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viSiibininiten world, and ene-is a poon outcast, periahing in sh 
streets, while andther, ro:teser than himeaelf, pat iy 
ury, and: refuse ito selieve; himi; The blecks from Africa have 
been Enslaved! \to.the.amount of ninevntillions, andthe Spaniards 
Have oppre$sed-and ‘enslaved: about twelve millions. of dadians. of 
South Americas contrary to neaspn-andacriptumee sie cam} fos 
~All met are born equal, and as. individuals; are endowed by their. 
eteator with certaim unalienable: rights; among svhich are difeslix 
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berty, the use of property, the fursuit of happiness, with the 
frrivilege of private judgment. How came the differences seen 
among mankind to exist? For differences and distinctions are ra- 
ther the result of art than of nature, by which men are deprived 
of their personal and just rights. Rights and duties, privileges 
aud obligations are reciprocal, and are consequently the same in 
each and all. 

The liberty of conscience, claimed by man, is not for the service 
of himself but of hisGod. Toleration and intolerance, are there- 
fore both despotisms. Suppose a bill was brought into a legisla- 
tive body, entitled “an act to tolerate the Almighty to receive 
the worship of a Jew or a Turk :” or an “ act to prohibit the Al- 
mighty from receiving it:” would not all men startle, and call it 
blasphemous. 

God looketh to the heart and is no resepcter of persons; and if, 
every one is left to judge of his own ~eligion, there is no such 
thing as a religion that is wrong. But if every one isto judge 
each other’s religion, there is no such thing as a religion that is 
right. The last is an infringement on the government of the 
creator ; and has shed rivers of blood. Such national establish- 
ments of religion, have been drunk with the blood of the saints ; 
which God, a just governor, will revisit. The great Constantine, 
in order to secure the influence of the christian ministers in his 
favour, and thereby establish his unbounded power, abolished pa- 
ganism, and established a national religion. From that time to the 
present the ministry became a species of trade : and heathen priests 
for gain, became professional christians. The Pope, at length be- 
came bishop of bishops, and the vicegerent of God, the disposer 
of crowns and kingdoms. Infallibility, which belongs to the Al- 
mighty only, was ascribed to this great one , and all the world won. 
dered after the beast ; who did wonders. He claimed Spain as the 
patrimony of St. Peter, by virtue of some lost deeds, and the 
claim was not disputed. Soa tax and Peter pence was the resujt. 
All was heresy that differed from his creed and interest ; and g 

law of inquisition was established by his ecclesiastical court to de- 
stroy heresy. Pope Gregory V, excomntunicated all who believ- 
ed in the Antipodes ; and Galileo was adjudged to die for hereay, 
because he apprehended contrary to the Pope, that the earth was 
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globular. The inventor of Printing was punished as.a wizard. 
When this vicar of God bestowed pardons, not only.for sins past 
and present, but for sins to come; and sold countries in Americas 
ef which he never heard the names ; Then common sense awoke 
from its lethargy, and prepared for the reformation, which printing 
greatly promoted. That which is ancient and old in iniquity, is 
worse than that which is of short duration, Either a reform or 
overthrow must occur where things are wrong. Reformation is 
eur duty; an overthrow is a visitation of a just judge. The 
spirit of the gospel-law of love, has begun to revive, and knowl- 
edge is running to and from, and increasine. ‘shings are not yet 
right, and a general reformation is needec’. ar the whole head is 
sick and the whole heart is faint ; and from the «own of the head 
to the sole of the foot, the bedy is full of wounds, bruises, and 
putrifying sores. 


a 9 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
ORIGINAL POETRY AND ANECDOTE. 


s: O name it not in Gath, it-cannot be! 
That grave and learned clerks, should need such aid.”” 


Cowper. 


During the time I laboured as a Missionary in Nova-Scotia, an 
odd kind of circumstance took place which for the singularity of 
the thing I beg leave to relate. Doctor J s, Bisbop of Nova- 
Scotia, together with Mr. S. Rector of L——h was visiting the 
churches, and for aught I know confirming them, if not in prayer, 
at least in the faith. ‘They stopped at the little town of Liverpool, 
about 70 miles from Halifax, and sent word they would come on 
shore if the people desired it: unluckily there was none but Bap- 
tists and Methodists in the place,however they were invited to land. 
and stay at the house of a Mr. C——-s, a respeciable Baptist, and 
in the morning Mr. C———s begged the Bishop to perform family 
duty.. The Bishop asked for a prayer-book, but as Mr. C. had 
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none in the house, the venerable diocesan requested Mr.S——s | - 
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to pray, however he was not sufficiently presumptuous to pray 
without a prayer-book, and so the matter was dropped. The night 
after, the Bishop stayed at the house of a worthy friend of mine 
Colonel P———s, the worthy man asked the Bishop to perform 
prayer. The Bishop asked fora prayer-book ; they had none, nor 
could one be got in the neighbourhood, the Bishop again request- 
ed Mr. S——~s, he declined. My worthy friend, Mr. B——k, 
Methodist Missionary was present and being asked, relieved the 
good Bishop and Rector, from their unpleasant dilemma. I should 
apprehend’ Common Prayer-Book no bad thing to travel with. I 
have heard somewhere of a similar predicament which for the sake 
of quaintness, I will put into verse. 


Lucullus, vicar of a village cure, 

Was called to visit one extremely poor : 

Who, sick and dying with a sore disease, 

Was covetous of prayer to give him ease, 

The vicar hurried, *twasa case of need, 

For dying men require the swiftest speed : 

Enter’d the cottage where the sick man lay, 

‘Who gasp’d, “ I want your reverence to pray :”’ 

But O sad fate, the sick man's little room, 

(So fare the poor) was more than half a gloom, 

In short, to save my time and spare my paper, 

The vicar ask’d the favour of a taper ; 

But not a taper could the cot produce, 

The print was small, he bow’d and begg’d excuse. 

J. M. 

* Greenwich Village, April 6, 1813. 
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NOTICE. 


The, Assistant New-York Missionary Society will meet. on 
Monday Evening next, precisely at 7 ’oclock, at the usual place, 
An Address from a member is expected. 

a are '. H, W. BULKLEY, Asist, Secry. 

April 10, 1813. : 








